
On capitalizing in Variety names
Or – Pinot noir… little ‘n’ or big ‘N’?
by Jason Lett

We use the very old-school French capitalization regimen, which capitalizes the fi rst word but not the second, if the 
second word is an adjective. However, second words that are proper names (Meunier, Ottonel) get capitalized.

As a reference we use Victor Pulliat’s seminal 1888 reference Mille Varietes de Vigne, which my father copied out 
by hand from the Davis library and was the intellectual basis of his decision to plant Pinot noir in Oregon’s Period 1 
climate.

� ese days it can be found in Google and I think might be the best thing on the internet, bar none.

So for example Pinot noir, the noir isn’t capitalized because it’s a color (black.)  But in Pinot Meunier it is capitalized 
because Meunier is a proper name (Miller).

Here’s another example from Pulliat:

Traditionally the French never used varietal names on their labels; however for low-end cuvées I’m seeing varietal 
labeling more and more in French wines, and often Pinot Noir is capitalized on both words.  Just another example 
of how colonials like us can be more French than the French.  At Eyrie we freely admit to being oddballs so I’d say 
capitalize any way you want to!
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